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This thesis aims at studying Chamaipom Saengkrajang’s Bildungsromans with special
reference to structural aspects and presentation of values. The thesis hopes to explain the

characteristics of the Bildungsroman as an unfamiliar genre among Thai literary studies cycle.

The study reveals that the structure of Chamaiporn Saengkrajang’s
Bildungsromans can be divided into three phases: protagonists facing their problems,
protagonists leaming the world, and protagonists losing their innocence through
maturation. Protagonists’ problems are caused by social orders, domestic conflicts
among family members and their own intemal conflicts. Protagonists in Chamaipom
Saengkrajang’s Bildungsromans are exposed to the world through other groups of
characters: educators, companions, and lovers. Furthermore, the protagonists’ journeys
also play important roles, in the structure, leading to the maturity. The structure, found

in the data, shares the generic codes with international Bildungsromans.

Presenting values, the texts convey six key sets of values: values of formal
education, values of lifelong leamning, Buddhist values, values of masculinity,
implicit values of femininity, and values of illness and disability. All values convey

the characteristics of the Bildungsroman written in the Thai socio-cultural context.

Another characteristic of Chamaiporn Saengkrajang’s Bildungsromans is that
the novels depict the protagonists in their juvenile age. Apparently, juvenile reading
public is targeted by the novels. These Bildungsromans, thus, should also function

as Thai didactic novels for the Thai juveniles.
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